
Meteorologist- in-Charge Jeff Johnson Retires 

After 33.5 Years of Service  

The Weather Whisper                       January  2021 

May 2019 
NWS Des Moines 
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2020 along Highway 92 near 

Winterset where some of the 

heaviest snow totals occurred. 

Jeff Johnson, Meteorologist in 
Charge (MIC) at the National 
Weather Service, Des Moines, IA 
office retired from federal service 
on January 1, 2021 after 33.5 years 
of service.   

"It has been an honor to serve as 
Meteorologist in Charge and I am 
thankful I had the opportunity to 
serve in this capacity,ò  said Mr. 
Johnson. ñDuring the pandemic, 
and numerous weather events 
which impacted central Iowa, I am 
proud of the hard working and ded-
icated team at the National Weath-
er Service and our dedication to 
serve our partners and the public.ò   

Jeff is a native of Loveland, CO and 
spent some of his early years work-
ing in the oil fields of Wyoming. He 
received his B.S. Degree in Meteor-
ology from the University of North-
ern Colorado in 1986. In 1987, Jeff 
joined the NWS as a Meteorologist 
Intern in Jackson, KY. In 1989, he 
became a General Forecaster in 
Omaha, NE, followed by a promo-
tion to Lead Forecaster in Des 
Moines in 1992. In 1994, Jeff began 
a 20-year stint as the WCM at WFO 

Des Moines. Jeffôs tenure as WCM 
included the floods of 1993 and 
2008, the Parkersburg EF-5 torna-
do, along with numerous other se-
vere weather and winter weather 
events. As WCM, he also pioneered 
partner support services through a 
permanent seat at the Iowa State 
Emergency Operations Center, 
which was activated numerous 
times over the years. 

In 2014, Jeff was promoted to MIC 
at WFO Topeka, KS.  Jeff returned 
to WFO Des Moines as MIC in Au-
gust 2017 and has served in this 
capacity until his retirement. While 
his return to Des Moines as Mete-
orologist-in-Charge has been a 
brief tenure, there were several 
high-end weather events including 
the Marshalltown/Pella Tornadoes 
of 2018, the Polk County, Iowa 
Flash Flood of 2018, severe 
drought, the Derecho of 2020, and 
the recent pandemic.   

Jeff plans to travel and stay very 
active in retirement  with a focus on 
volunteering and giving back to the 
community. 

NWS Des Moines wishes  

Jeff all the best!  

Thank you for your service! 

Jeff  (left) working a preparedness booth with 

retiree Rob DeRoy (former NWS Des Moines 
Data Acquisition Program Manager). 

Jeff  (left) on a storm survey with retiree Karl 

Jungbluth (former NWS Des Moines Science and 

Operations Officer). 

Young Whipper-Snapper Jeff Johnson. Circa, 

sometime before the internet and cell phones.  
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Spotter Spotlight—Jon Fleming 
B r o o k e  H a g e n h o f f ,  M e t e o r o l o g i s t  

NWS Des Moines recognizes the im-
portance of an active spotter network. 
Without these volunteers, getting 
ground truth—whether it be snow or 
rain totals, severe storms reports, etc.
—would be much more challenging 
and make the job of our meteorolo-
gists that much more difficult. This 
month, we recognize Jon Fleming for 
consistently providing timely, accurate 
and useful information benefiting op-
erations.  

Jon is a native of Charles City, IA and 
received a degree in meteorology from 
Iowa State University in 1975. Jon ul-
timately pursued a career in medicine, 
continuing his education at the Uni-

versity of Iowa, University of Kansas, 
and the Mayo Clinic. He retired from 
McFarland Clinic in Ames in 2012.  

Although Jon always had an interest 
in meteorology, experiencing the May 
15, 1968 F5 tornado was a major influ-
ence on his interest. Jon currently 
lives in Ames, storm chasing and 
storm spotting on a regular basis. His 
favorite observations include cloud 
formations and watching the dynam-
ics of snow storms.  

June 2014 near Stratford, Iowa 

July 2018 near Zearing, Iowa. Jon chased this storm from 

north of Ames to just west of Marshalltown before an EF3 

tornado developed and severely damaged parts of the town. 

Winter finally showed up in Iowa during the last part of December 2020 with a blizzard just before 
Christmas and a heavy snowstorm the week of New Yearôs.  The Pre-Christmas blizzard didnôt produce 
much snowfall, but the winds associated with this system were nasty. Northwest wind gusts of 45 to 55 mph 
were common all across Iowa with multiple reports and observations of 55 to 65 mph winds gust over the 
western part of the state (See Map 1). Estherville even gusted to 71 mph!  

The winter storm on December 29th brought a swath of heavy snow from southwest Iowa through the 
central section of the state and all the way through the east-central portion (See Map 2). Roughly 5 to 9 
inches accumulated within this band with some isolated 1oò+ amounts in central Iowa and several reports of 
a foot in eastern Iowa. 

Map 2: Snowfall totals from December 19, 2020.  

Winter Storms Blast Iowa  
K e n n y  P o d r a z i k ,  M e t e o r o l o g i s t  

Map 1: Peak Wind Gusts on December 23, 2020 
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